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OF DILEMMA — by Dibakar Pal

Creative writing is based more on
manifestation rather than on expression.

It does not inform rather it reveals, so it
bears no reference. The present article is
the outcome of creative writing meant for lay
readers. As such, free style is a methodology
adopted so that the pleasure of reading can
be enjoyed by the common people. As you
know well, Francis Bacon (1561-1626), the
immortal writer, wrote many essays, and
notably «Of Love,» «Of Friendship,» «Of
Ambition,» «Of Studies,» and so on. The
myriad-minded genius rightly pointed out
that all the words of the dictionary can be
the themes of essays one can write. But little
has been done in this regard since his death,
in order to finish his unfinished monumental
works. In fact, Bacon’s way of presentation
and his unique style kindled my imagination
and inspired me to write essays, in the light
of creative writing, thus to get relief through
catharsis. —
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Of dilemma

Dilemma is a situation in which a
choice has to be made between two equally
undesirable things or courses of action. It is
a state of indecision between two unpleasant
alternatives. It is a difficult situation. It is
a perplexing and serious problem. It is an
argument necessitating or forcing an opponent
to choose either of the two unfavourable
alternatives. Dilemma may be moral or ethical. It
causes a stalemate condition due to a position
that leaves only a choice between equally
unwelcome possibilities. Compulsion replaces
democratic right. So discontent drives mental
peace.

Dilemma is a form of argument in which
the maintainer of a certain proposition is
compelled to accept one of two propositions,
each of which contradicts his original
contention. It is a position where each of
two alternative courses or of all the feasible
courses is eminently undesirable. The
argument was called a «horned syllogism,»
and the victim compared to a man certain to
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Of dilemma

be impaled on one or the other of the horns
of an infuriated bull, hence the horns of the
dilemma.

Dilemma offers option. But neither option
is suitable. Here compulsion is better than such
options. In such a situation it is judicious not to
opt for either and remain in the present place.
If one is compelled to accept one, it is better
to welcome that which is less unfavourable or
better known. If both are equally likely, then
the liability of the choice may be fixed upon
the authority. In such a case, the sufferer may
allege the boss for future complications which
are impossible otherwise.

Dilemma is logic. It has inner meaning.
A novice becomes afraid of the situation.
But an expert can convert this problem into
opportunity and encash accordingly. Dilemma
is a form of syllogism in which the major
premise is formed of two or more hypothetical
propositions and the minor premise is a
disjunctive proposition, as «If A, then B; if C,
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Of dilemma

then D. Either A or C. Therefore, either B or D»
is to be considered.

In cricket, a googly is a ball that is

I bowled as if to turn in a particular direction
after bouncing, but that actually turns the
opposite way. As such, a googly dismisses a
batsman from the field either by bold out or
caught out. So a batsman faces a dilemma,
and has to decide how he will face the ball.
He knows that his downfall is his destiny,
that is certain to happen and thereby quite
unavoidable. An experienced batsman
chooses the second option, because he hopes
the fielder may miss to catch the ball. But in
case of the former option, failure is a must.

.
A

Dilemma appears in its different forms
and features depending on culture and crisis -
namely on the horns of the dilemma, between
the devil and the deep blue sea, between Scylla
and Charybdis, between a rock and a hard place,
and so on. All these may either be personal or
public in nature. A person is really in a helpless

A
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Of dilemma

condition and quite undone when decision is
solely his private business. In that situation
there is no one to help him. In case of public
venture, the concerned personnel remains in
secured condition, since the government or
corporation offers him safeguard.

The dilemma is whether to lower prices
or to accept fewer sales. Some businessmen
lower prices to increase sales. Their strategy
is to reach a bigger number of consumers.
The other strategy is to sell only to rich
individuals in order to maintain a status. The
dilemma of having to choose between two
bad candidates is quite embarrassing. It is
often called nepotism. Here salary means full
drainage.

Dilemma is omnipresent. It can neither
be conquered, nor can it be avoided. Rather,
a man has to watch it and bear its immense
capacity. Like ceaseless waves of the sea,
human beings experience dilemma from cradle
to grave in its various faces, as discussed
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Of dilemma

below, as well as in different degrees and
dimensions.

Bind is an annoying situation or
restriction. It is a hell of a bind having to stay
indoors on a nice day.

Corner is to get a person or an animal
into a place or situation from which it is hard
to escape. It is a difficult or awkward situation.
One needs luck to get out of a tight corner. The
interviewer drives and forces the interviewee
into a corner to verify whether the candidate
has the capability to tackle any difficult
situation.

Difficulty means not easy. It requires
effort or skill to solve, understand, etc. A chain
smoker finds it difficult to stop smoking. A stiff
mountain is difficult to climb. It causes problem
or trouble. Refusal puts one into difficulty. To
meet the boss is always difficult. Thirteen is a
difficult age. It is not easy to please or satisfy.
To be willing to cooperate. A difficult child,
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Of dilemma

customer, boss should be handled with utmost
care. A moody mind just being difficult should
not be taken any notice of.

Embarrassment is to make somebody feel
awkward, guilty, ashamed, or self-conscious.
One is embarrassed by the comments about
his clothes or complexion. It causes difficulty
for somebody. One is embarrassed by lack
of money. The poor is always financially
embarrassed. A leader uses a speech designed
to embarrass the government. One feels slightly
embarrassed at being the centre of attention.
An embarrassed Clarissa nervously sips her
wine. In the cave there is an embarrassed
silence always. An embarrassing incident,
question, mistake creates a problem. The latest
rise in unemployment has proved extremely
embarrassing to the government. Some callous
people suffer a good deal of embarrassment
in their youth. Much to the embarrassment of
ministers, the proposals are leaked to the press.
A prodigal child is an embarrassment to its
family.
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Of dilemma

Fix is an awkward or difficult situation. It
is to get oneself a fix through an injection of
a drug, namely heroin. It is a thing arranged
dishonestly. In many cases a promotion is a
fix.

Mess is a difficult or confused state or
situation. It is a state of disorder. The life of a
frustrated person is a real mess. It is to behave
in a silly or annoying way, i.e. instead of doing
something useful or urgent. A wicked person
makes a terrible mess of a job, i.e. he does the
job very badly. It is a dirty or untidy state. A
kitchen is an example of mess. The children
make an awful mess in the bathroom. It is a
person who is dirty or whose clothes and hair
are not tidy.

Perplexity is to make somebody feel
confused. It is a complicated or difficult
situation or thing. It is to worry somebody.
Strange behaviour perplexes anybody. From
perplexed expressions and looks, a teacher
realizes the students cannot appreciate the
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Of dilemma

meaning of a difficult lesson. A realistic mind
tries to cope with the perplexities of life. The
experienced soul knows that the world does
not adjust with anybody, rather everybody
must adjust with the world for the sake of
their existence.

Pickle is a difficult or unpleasant
situation. If a person can bear it, then good
time will welcome him. Those who know it and
bear the pains silently succeed in the future. A
fool, on the other hand, leaves along the way,
keeping the work unfinished.

Pinch is to hurt somebody by holding
their flesh in a tight grip between thumb
and index. If a person is amazed, he pinches
himself in case it is all a dream. It is to take
something without the owner’s permission.

Predicament is a difficult or unpleasant
situation, especially one in which it is difficult
to know what to do. Financial predicament
paralyses the growth of any nation.
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Of dilemma

Problem is a thing that is difficult to
deal with or understand. It is a question to be
answered or solved, especially by reasoning
or calculating. A problem child is a source of
constant disturbance to its parents.

Puzzle is something difficult to
understand or find an answer to. It is a question
or toy that is designated to test a person’s
knowledge, skill, intelligence, etc. It is to
make somebody confused because they do not
understand something. It is alike to mystery.
History is pregnant with various unsolved
puzzles.

Spot is a difficult position where
one must respond or act in some way.
The interviewer’s questions about the
interviewee’s private life really put one on
the spot. The dilemma or paradox is that a
lie may not fulfil the desire of the applicant.
The truth, on the other hand, may defame the
candidate. The board members are judicious
enough to realize the fact. It is to see, notice
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Of dilemma

or recognize somebody or something from
among many when it is not easy to do so.

Strait is often plural with singular
meaning especially in place names. It signifies
trouble or difficulty, being in dire or desperate,
or serious financial straits.

Catch-22 is an idiom. It highlights a
difficult situation from which there is no
escape, whatever action is taken, because of
something that is part of the situation itself.
l.e. the catch-22 situation facing homeless
people who cannot get a job without a place to

live, but cannot afford to pay rent without a job.

Vicious circle is a continuing situation
in which one problem or need leads to another,
and the new problem makes the first problem
worse. One needs experience to get a job, but
without a job one cannot get experience — it’s a
vicious circle. Every unemployed person has to
tackle this dilemma through presence of mind
and good judgement.
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Of dilemma

Muddle is to put something into a state
of disorder. It is to confuse one person or

thing with another. It is to mix things together.

One should not muddle others’ papers. Itis
to confuse somebody mentally. Repeated
explanation sometimes muddles a novice
completely due simply to lack of practical
experience. It is to be confused about two
or more things or people and therefore make
mistakes in arrangements, etc. Someone
arrives either early or late if he muddles up
the date. This is a serious mistake in case of
the career of a student or ambitious person.
An ambitious person manages thereby
expects to muddle through — somehow to
achieve his aims even though he does not
act efficiently, has no proper equipment,
etc. The desk of an inattentive student is in
a real muddle. During peak season there is

a muddle over hotel accommodation. An old
person gets into a muddle when trying to set
up any gadget. Muddled thinking or motives,
muddled version of events cause annoyance
and disgust. Changes to the health service
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Of dilemma

leave the public feeling muddled and anxious.

Tax forms are very muddling always. Muddle-
headed dreamers hardly can prosper in life,
instead they die unpaid, unfed, unwept,
unsung and unknown, like other nameless
thousands on this planet.

Trouble is a worry, pain, disturbance,
difficulty, danger, etc. to somebody or the
situation causing this. They say a trouble is not
a trouble at all until or unless a trouble troubles
someone.

Confusion is a state of uncertainty about
what is happening, intended, required, etc.
Lay men suffer from confusion regarding
correct procedure. Ambiguous policy causes
doubt due to various confusions. It is the
mistaking of one person or thing for another.
There has been some confusion of names. It
is a lack of control or order. It causes panic.
Unexpected arrival of police personnel throw
the criminals into total confusion. During civil
war, fighting breaks out and the centre of the
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Of dilemma

city faces a state of confusion. It is a state
of being not clear in one’s mind because of
lack of understanding, embarrassment, etc.
A person gazes in confusion at the strange
sight. The confusions of adolescence amuse
all by their nostalgic impulses.

Conflict is a serious disagreement. It is
an argument. A long and bitter conflict between
employers and workers affects production and
the financial growth of the company. New taxes
invite conflict between authority and people. It
is a struggle or fight. Soldiers involve in armed
conflict. It is a serious difference of opinions,
wishes, etc. The conflict between one’s duty
and one’s desires causes frustration. A conflict
of interests, i.e. between the achievement of
one aim and that of another, brings hatred. The
statement of a liar is in conflict with the rest
of the evidence. It signifies clash and class
difference. Conflicting evidence, interests,
views render any situation grave. Investigation
is a must when the statements of the two
witnesses conflict. A third party intervenes
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Of dilemma

when the account of events by two different
people is conflicting.

No-win designates a situation, policy,
and so on that cannot lead to success, no
matter what measures are taken. Yet an
optimist soul tries. They say one will try. It
is his destiny. He will fail. This is also his
destiny, simultaneously. Here dilemma is alias
and akin to paradox. Only a judicious mind can
take the right decision.

Man faces dilemma in every moment
to decide either this or that. Computers,
the miracle of modern science, always face
dilemma in disguise of either one or zero. It
is easier to choose between two, but life is
rendered complex when the options are many.
Lovers face this dilemma very badly, causing
permanent melancholy in disguise of nostalgia.
Those who want to please everybody can please
nobody. Only a judicious brain can select the
right one and thereby achieve the objective or
realize an ambition. Also a pious heart, by dint
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Of dilemma

of the grace of Almighty God, can recognize
the right track to meet salvation, the ultimate
desire of a sacred soul.

Masses seldom can control dilemma.
Rather, it is dilemma that controls them. Since
judicious or holy persons are numbered, very

few can control and thereby conquer dilemma.

This answers why we see very few individuals
around us who really face dilemma with ease.
They are either judicious minds or blessed
souls, or both simultaneously.

Dibakar Pal is an Executive Magistrate in India and a PhD
student. Interested in diversified academic fields, he holds
degrees in Math, English, Bengali, Creative Writing, Marketing,
and Business Management. He is currently focused on coding
theory and pattern recognition through fuzzy logic.
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Coming soon on Droste Effect:

PRESIDENT ERDOGAN IS NOT AMONG THE
AUTHOR’'S FACETIME CONTACTS

— by Vincenzo Estremo
ABSTRACT

Cosa abbiamo visto del golpe in Turchia nella
notte tra il 15 e il 16 luglio 2016? Che tipo di
immagini hanno tenuto le persone incollate
agli schermi televisivi, per seguire le dirette
dei 24h news channel di BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera,
o gli speciali delle TV generaliste, oppure agli
schermi dei social network, scrollando il mare
di Twitter? Cosa abbiamo capito facendo la
spola da un portale di informazione all’altro su
Internet? Cosa si &€ compreso dell’incredibile
quantita di footage amatoriale, girato
prevalentemente su smartphone, che Reuters.
com e altre agenzie di stampa puntualmente
raccolgono e smistano in rete?

In quelle ore, nella confusione degli
accadimenti, districarsi tra I’universo di
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President Erdogan is not among the author’s Facetime contacts

immagini € impresa impossibile. | giornalisti
e i commentatori si perdono tra immagini in
diretta e di repertorio, finendo per spiegare
confusamente quanto sta accadendo. La
portata dell’evento & vasta e vi sono problemi
evidenti di localizzazione geografica. Le
televisioni provano a fare ordine individuando
nell’occupazione militare dei ponti sul
Bosforo il centro nevralgico dei fatti. A
essere inquadrato &€ sempre il primo ponte sul
Bosforo, per I’occasione illuminato con i colori
della bandiera francese in ossequio ai morti
della strage di Nizza. Questa normalizzazione
pero non é sufficiente ad arginare il flusso
delle informazioni che continuano ad arrivare
e che non hanno geografia.

A complicare il tutto ci si mette la notizia
che il presidente Recep Tayyip Erdogan sta
per parlare alla nazione. Non & certo dove si
trovi, alcune voci lo danno in partenza per
Berlino, Londra, Roma, Teheran, o addirittura
esiliato in Qatar. Il presidente in carica,
minacciato da una fazione dell’esercito del
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President Erdogan is not among the author’s Facetime contacts

proprio paese, scompare per ore, per poi
ricomparire sotto forma di video messaggio
FaceTime, trasmesso dall’emittente privata
CNN Turk. Erdogan, che nel 2013 durante

le proteste a Piazza Taksim aveva inibito

ai manifestanti I’accesso ai social media,
compare oggi, a distanza di pochi anni,
aggrappato a un servizio di video chiamata
nell’atto di invocare il popolo turco alla difesa
dello Stato. Quando, la mattina del 16 luglio,
la calma pare essere tornata su Istanbul e
sulla Turchia, commentatori di tutto il mondo
affermano che il messaggio in video chiamata
ha salvato la Turchia da un colpo di stato.

Ma é davvero andata in questo modo?
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